CHAPTER IV
EDUCATION: THE PRESENT SITUATION
IN the tropical Africa of former days, before economic
and social conditions were altered by the white man,
African education, like African agriculture, was suited
to the needs of the people. Except where they had been
converted to Islam no one could read or write, and there
was therefore very little in the way of formal teaching.
But the young were given, nevertheless, an education
which fitted them for the conditions of tribal life. Skill in
crafts was thus handed on, together with traditions and
customs and a sufficient knowledge of the complex system
of rights and duties which ordered tribal society. Educa-
tion was usually rounded off by initiation ceremonies or
'regimental' training which marked the entry into full
adult status in the community.
While African conditions changed little from one genera-
tion to another, and all religious, social and economic
activities centred on the tribe, an education which aimed
at fitting the young to fulfil their duties as members of the
tribe was satisfactory. But the arrival of Europeans began
a period of rapid change. The activities of missionaries,
traders and settlers, and the setting up of colonial govern-
ments, gave Africans many contacts outside the narrow
limits of tribal life, and the traditional type of education
in no way helped them to deal with these contacts. It gave
no guidance to those who left their villages in search of
temporary paid work which brought them into con-
tact with men of other tribes. Nor did it help the peasant
It taught him a system of agriculture fitted only to produce
the food required by a not very thickly settled population,